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The Columbia Inferno mark two wins 
while wearing pink jerseys to support 














“Letters from Iwo Jima” tells the story 
of war through personal experiences 
and the letters of soldiers. See page 5
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Honors dorm opening postponed a year
Jessica Smith / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Panelists Pauline Baker and George Packer see a troop surge as the wrong choice for the American government.
The new honors college 
residence hall will open later 
than scheduled because of 
demolition issues with the 
Towers.
T he  d o r m ,  w h ic h  i s 
ex pec ted  to  hou se  650 
freshmen and sophomore 
students, was or ig inal ly 
slated to open in fall 2008, 
but offi cials now say the hall 
will not open until fall 2009.
D u r i n g  a  B u i l d i n g s 
and Grounds Committee 
meet ing of the Board of 
Trustees, Rick Kelly, vice 
president for finance, said 
prior to the demolition of the 
Towers, Health and Energy 
Control Department offi cials 
found more asbestos than 
anticipated in unlikely areas, 
pushing back demolition at 
least 45 days.
The Towers site should 
be cleared by April 1, and 
the area should be ready for 
construction by the end of 
May.
“We have a very volatile 
c o n s t r u c t i o n  m a r k e t 
and mater ia l s  cost s  a re 
unpredictable,” Kelly said.
Architect Scott Garvin of 
Garvin Design Group said 
constructing the building 
in le s s  t han 20 mont hs 
would escalate the cost of 
the building by at least 20 
percent and undermine the 
integrity of the building.
G a r v i n  s a id  t he  new 
building will be similar to 
West Quad, which was built 
in 20 months and is almost 
30 percent smaller than the 
honors college residence.
K el l y  s a id  a  Ja nu a r y 
open ing i s  not  fea s ible 
a nd wou ld on ly  ga r ner 
half-occupancy.
G ene  Lu n a ,  hou s i ng 
director, said the building 
will generate more revenue 
with a 2009 opening, cutting 
the f i rst-year def ic it by 
$300,000.
Luna said the new hall will 
be self-supporting in four to 
fi ve years and its profi ts will 
contribute to the funding of 
another new building.
Kenneth Bryan, a third-
year history student, said the 
new honors residence will 
help boost the population of 
Towers demolition halted, 









Iraq panel disagrees on exit
DORM ● 3
D u r i n g  a  d i s c u s s io n 
Friday in Gambrell Hall 
about Iraq’s future, a panel 
of  t h ree  d i s t i ng u i shed 
commentators disagreed 
about a proposal to increase 
the number of American 
troops in Iraq.
T h e  p a n e l  i n c l u d e d 
George Packer, a staff writer 
at The New Yorker, Pauline 
Baker, president of The 
Fund for Peace, and defense 
analyst Thomas Donnelly, 
a nd  w a s  s p o n s or e d  b y 
the Walker Inst it ute of 
I nter nat iona l  a nd A rea 
Studies.
The panel ist s debated 
strategies for Iraq’s future, 
a nd  were  me d i a t e d  b y 
Dean Charles Bierbauer 
of  t he  col lege  of  ma s s 
c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  a n d 
information studies. 
Bierbauer commented on 
the ties that are often drawn 
Brad Maxwell
THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Th e New Yorker 
writer, experts discuss 
future of Middle East
IRAQ ● 3
Getting rest, drinking 
liquids will help students 
get over stomach sickness
Carolyn Rumsey
THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Many USC students have 
been hit with a nasty stomach 
virus this semester.
Mike McKenzie, clinical 
director at the Thomson 
Student Health Center, said 
the stomach v irus going 
around af fects people in 
different ways.  For some 
people, it may last for a couple 
hours, while for others the 
virus may stick with them for 
four to fi ve days.
Viral gastric enterit is, 
the technical name for the 
stomach f lu, is not caused 
by the f lu, McKenzie said. 
“There are lots of different 
viruses that can cause it,” he 
said.
The sickness is most ly 
spread from person-to-person 
contact. McKenzie suggested 
that students disinfect places 
notor ious for spreading 
illness, such as sinks, and 
to avoid sharing food and 
drinks. It is also a good idea 
to keep your distance from 
roommates and friends who 
are infected, he said.
Britt Coons, a second-
year media arts student and 
Patterson resident assistant, 
said she has already seen a lot 
of her residents get sick this 
semester. Besides telling the 
students to visit the health 
center as soon as possible, she 
also advises healthy eating 
and sleeping habits.
“I’ve had a little less than 
half my hall get sick in the 
past two weeks,” Coons said. 
She tells her residents to “eat 
a lot of stuff with vitamins,” 
and “sleep is the best thing 
you can do.”
The typical stomach virus 
can be cured by medications, 
keeping the body hydrated 
and eating small amounts of 
food.  
Mc K e n z ie  s u g g e s t e d 
giving the stomach a break 
for an hour after symptoms 
begin, then slowly increasing 
clear liquids every 20 to 30 
minutes. If the symptoms 
continue, students can seek 
medical at tent ion at the 
health center.Jessica Smith / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Students for Life raises money for Birthright of Columbia.
Rose sale supports life
A student organization sold 
handmade chocolate roses 
Friday during a fundraiser 
for a pro-l i fe Columbia 
group.
Roses for Life was created 
to contribute to Birthright of 
Columbia, a group that seeks 
to ensure pregnant mothers 
choose life for their babies 
and helps with additional 
support. 
B i r t h r i g ht  s e r v e s  a s 
a  s u p p o r t  c e n t e r  f o r 
pregnant mothers who need 
encouragement, inspiration 
and medical care.
B i r t h r i g h t  o f f e r s 
f r e e  p r e g n a n c y  t e s t s , 
maternity and baby clothes, 
information on pregnancy 
e d u c a t i o n ,  p r e n a t a l 
information, medical help, 
f inancial assistance, help 
with parenting skills, help 
Anti-abortion group 
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Highlights from the 
Feb. 9 Board of 
Trustees meeting:
* USC Police Department will partner 
with the U.S. Justice Department to 
patrol the National Advocacy Center
* Sodexho will open the Roost 
cafeteria for athletes Sunday through 
Thursday
* Graduate fees for the Moore School 
of Business will increase 10 percent by 
July 1
* Student Body President Tommy 
Preston gave his end-of-the-year 
report
* President Andrew Sorensen said 
contributions to The Gamecock Club 
increased to over $11 million in 2006
For weeks, Chief Warrant 
Off icer Jason DeFrenn’s 
f a m i l y  a w a i t e d  h i s 
homecoming, a trip planned 
as much more than a simple 
respite from his second tour 
in Iraq: The nine-year Army 
veteran was returning to 
South Carolina to help his 
wife give birth.
Instead, his loved ones 
are making plans for the 
34-year-old Army pilot’s 
funeral. DeFrenn’s Apache 
helicopter was shot down on 
Feb. 2 — two weeks before 
he was supposed to be back 
in his native state.
Wracked by grief, his wife 
went into labor early, giving 
birth to a boy just days after 
her husband’s death.
It’s newborn Christopher 
who’s now providing the 
family a measure of solace. 
“A healing child,” is how 
Ja son DeFren n’s  f at her 
explains it as he alternately 
gazes at  a  photo of  t he 
son he lost, and at a card 
stamped with the footprints 
of his new grandson.
“It’s a wonderful thing 
that’s happened here in the 
last couple of days, in a 
way,” said Garth DeFrenn. 
“But it’s going to be a tough 
month.”
Twent y-three Marines 
and soldiers have died in 
helicopter crashes in Iraq 
since Jan. 20. Most, l ike 
DeFrenn, are believed to 
h a v e  b e e n  s ho t  d ow n . 
The latest , which k i l led 
seven Marines when their 
transport helicopter crashed 
We d n e s d a y ,  r e m a i n s 
u n d e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n . 
Four A mer ican c iv i l ian 
contractors also were killed 
in a recent crash.
The deaths have raised 
quest ions about whether 
insurgents are using more 
sophist icated weapons or 
U.S. tactics need changing.
But in South Carolina, 
Jason DeFrenn’s family is 
focusing on the new baby 
and the boy’s three siblings, 
not how their father died. 
Garth DeFrenn coached his 
daughter-in-law through the 
delivery.
“I guess I tried to take 
Jason’s place a litt le bit,” 
Garth DeFrenn sa id. “I 
didn’t really take Jason’s 
place, but I was just trying 
to be there for her.”
“This is all about Jason 
and Jenny and those four 
children,” he said. “It started 
with him doing something 
very, very remarkable. It 
went to her regenerating life 
again.”
Jenny DeFrenn struggled 
at f i rst w ith choosing a 
name for her infant, born 
four days after the crash. 
She decided on Christopher 
A ndrew,  t he name t hat 
she and her husband had 
picked months ago, rather 
than naming him after his 
father.
“She always did what Jason 
wanted,” Garth DeFrenn 
said last week. “She always 
followed him and supported 
him.”
The suppor t took t he 
couple, who met while Jason 
DeFrenn was managing a 
Pizza  Hut ,  f rom Sout h 
Carolina to Texas, where 
he was based at Fort Hood 
after joining the Army nine 
years ago. He served one 
tour in Afghanistan before 
twice going to Iraq.
H i s  f a t h e r  s a i d  t h e 
military gave DeFrenn the 
excitement he had sought 
as a boy while hunting and 
fi shing near their hometown 
of 5,000 about 60 miles 
south of Columbia.
“When he was young, he 
had a spirit of wanting to be 
a hero,” Garth DeFrenn said. 
“He was one of those kids 
who wanted adventure.”
The DeFrenns are now 
mak ing plans for Jason’s 
funeral in the small town 
of Barnwell. He’ll be buried 
in his family’s plot, as his 
father bel ieves he would 
have wanted. The governor 
plans to grant a request to 
lower the state’s fl ags.
On an overcast afternoon 
last week, during a trip to 
v isit his daughter-in-law 
a nd new g ra ndson i n  a 
Columbia hospital, Garth 
DeFrenn walked through a 
city park home to dozens of 
memorials to war veterans. 
He paused on a footbridge 
to look out over the granite 
monument s  and bronze 
sculptures, and broke into 
tears.
“I don’t think I’l l ever 
come back to this place,” he 
said. “No, I won’t ever come 
back.”
ANDERSON —  Severa l 
Upstate pastors say they are 
concerned about a group 
that wants conser vat ive 
Christians to move to the 
area so they can take over 
local politics.
C h r i s t i a n  E xo d u s ,  a 
group that says it wants to 
move thousands of families 
to  S out h  C a rol i n a  for 
const itut ional ly l imited 
government, began about 
four years ago, and founder 
Cory Burnell says 15 families 
have ac t ua l ly  made t he 
move to South Carolina and 
another dozen are planning 
to relocate.
Tom Ritchie, pastor at 
Young Memorial Associate 
Refor med Presby ter ia n 
Church, said he has diffi culty 
f i nd i ng  s c r ip t u re  t h at 
suggests Christians should 
take over government.
“I think it’s pretty tragic 
and pretty frightening stuff,” 
Ritchie said. “If the people of 
Anderson allow it to happen, 
we probably get what we 
deserve.”
Some are worried about 
Christian Exodus’ suggestion 
that the church should use 
the power of the state to 
enforce biblical morality, 
said Dan Olinger, a professor 
in the seminary at Bob Jones 
University in Greenville.
“We want to be good 
citizens and participants, but 
we’re not really interested 
in using the iron fi st of the 
law to compel people to 
everything Christians should 
do,” Olinger said.
Bob Marcaurelle, interim 
pastor at Mountain Springs 
Baptist Church in Piedmont, 
said the Middle Ages were 
proof enough that Christian 
ruling groups are almost 
always corrupted by power.
“ W he n  C h r i s t i a n i t y 
becomes the government, 
t he  que s t ion  i s ,  whose 
Christianity?” Marcaurelle 
asked.
Christ ian Exodus sa id 
it  plans to r u n it s  ow n 
candidates and hopes to start 
up its own low-power FM 
radio station, but does not 
plan to create a theocracy.
The group’s message also 
says the 14th Amendment 
to the U.S. Constitution was 
illegally ratified and takes 
away power f rom states. 
That amendment guarantees 
the right to vote, due process 
and equal protection under 
the law to all citizens.
“My hunch is that Jesus 
is more interested in how 
we take care of the poor, 
the hungry, those without 
health care, those left out of 
so much of the abundance of 
our culture,” Ritchie said.
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Soldier’s death followed by son’s birth
 The Associated Press
Jason DeFrenn was going to come home to see his fourth child born, but his helicopter was shot down over Iraq.
Family fi nds solace in 
newborn after husband, 
father killed in Iraq 
Meg Kinnard
Th e Associated Press
Church group targets S.C.
Christian Exodus 
wants reform of state 
with new families






A man accused of killing 
two people and wounding 
three others at a sports bar 
has turned himself in, said 
Richland County Sherif f 
Leon Lott.
Johnnie Walker Gaskins, 
26, was taken to the sheriff’s 
offi ce headquarters Friday by 
his parents, Lott said.
Gaskins is charged with 
t wo cou nt s  of  mu rder, 
three counts of assault and 
battery with intent to kill, 
and one count of possession 
of a f i rearm dur ing the 
commission of a v iolent 
crime, according to police.
Invest igators have said 
Gaskins was asked to leave 
the 360 Sports Bar and Grill 
off Bush River Road about 
1 a.m. Monday morning by 
employees who said he had 
too much to drink. Deputies 
said he returned minutes 
later and opened fi re with a 
handgun.
The bullets killed John 
Da r re l l  Tolb er t ,  29,  a 
security guard at the club, 
and Shannavia Williams, 
26 .  T h ree  ot her s  were 
wounded.
between the war in Iraq and 
the Vietnam War. 
“There a re  a  nu mber 
of para l lels  t hat shou ld 
be drawn, and many that 
should not, except that of 
an exit strategy,” Bierbauer 
said. 
P a c k e r  a g r e e d  w i t h 
Bierbauer on the current 
war ’s  relat ionsh ip w it h 
Vietnam.
“For a long time I resisted 
the analogy of Vietnam … 
but I have to admit lately, 
I’ve been thinking about 
1975 quite a bit ,” Packer 
said. 
The three panelists held 
different views on the war 
and each brought different 
ideas to the table.
Packer,  who has been 
to Iraq six times, remains 
skeptical of the current U.S. 
strategy to create a surge of 
troops.
“I thought it would work 
because I wanted it to work,” 
Packer said. 
“ N o w  I  h a v e  d o u b t 
because it’s too little, too 
late, and it’s not only up to 
us, it’s up to the Iraqis and 
their politicians.”
Donnelly remains hopeful 
about the new U.S. strategy 
and said he thinks it is our 
best option now.
“What American forces 
do is far more important 
t han how many [t roops 
there are], but our fi rst goal 
is to secure the people of 
Baghdad,” Donnelly said. 
“There are no successful 
exit strategies. Twenty-three 
months is not enough to 
fi nish the war, but hopefully 
enough t ime to convince 
the next president not to 
withdraw.”
Baker offered a specific 
plan of action for ending the 
war that involved “managed 
partition.” 
A lt hough not  a  huge 
proponent of partition, she 
suggested it was the “least 
worst” outcome. 
Baker’s plan involved fi ve 
components that would set 
up a union of Iraqi states 
much l ike the European 
Union. 
T h e r e  w o u l d  b e 
internationally monitored 
t r e a t i e s  b e t w e e n  t h e 
s t ate s ,  a n equ it able  oi l 
revenue sharing formula, 
s e p a r a t e  c a p i t a l s ,  a n 
intergovernmental authority 
to manage disputes properly, 
a nd a  for ma l  econom ic 
union. 
“This vision will help in 
gradually withdrawing U.S. 
troops,” Baker said.
Packer said Baker’s plan 
sou nded  g reat  but  wa s 
unlikely to be desirable to 
the Iraqi people. 
The three panelists also 
d i sc u s sed  t he  need  for 
involvement and cooperation 
from surrounding Middle 
Eastern countries such as 
Iran.
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the honors college.
“The new building will 
represent another reason 
to come to Carolina for 
those students who are 
still on the fence,” Bryan 
said. “Hopefully the new 
building will allow USC 
to keep students that may 
otherwise have gone to 
Clemson, Chapel Hill or 
Georgia.”
Bryan is a member of 
t he  Honor s  Res idence 
Hall Research Initiative, 
which will document the 
construction and planning 
of the new hall.
“We’re trying to make 
the students get the most 
of what will be the new 
honors bui lding by not 
forgetting about the history 
and culture that the Towers 
represented,” Bryan said.
The new building, which 
will feature a cafeteria and 
three faculty apartments, is 
seeking Gold Leadership in 
Energy and Environmental 
cert if icat ion, a nat ional 
honor for environmentally 
friendly buildings.
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with continuing education 
and adoption referrals.
E l i z ab e t h  N y i k o s ,  a 
second-year music student 
and treasurer for Students 
for Life, said the all money 
raised from the handcrafted 
roses goes to Birthright.
“ We’re  ju s t  donat i ng 
money to them, and they 
will help with pregnancy 
screening and baby clothes, 
especially for unexpected 
pregnancies,” Nyikos said.
This was the first Roses 
for Life fundraiser. 
The chocolate roses cost $1 
each and $5 for a bouquet. 
Ny ikos  sa id  St udent s 
for Life is an organization 
to make students aware of 
issues about abortion and 
euthanasia. They also do 
several fundraisers and bring 
speakers to campus. 
Stephen Ross, a third-
year philosophy student and 
president of Students for 
Life, said fundraising is a way 
to ensure the crisis centers 
can remain in operation.
“It provides any kind of 
help to buy diapers and go 
toward the crisis pregnancy 
center,” Ross sa id.  “We 
bring in $50 to $100 in each 
fundraiser to really help out 
mothers who can’t buy baby 
products.”
Elena Ashley, a fourth-year 
religious studies student, said 
Roses for Life served a good 
cause for expectant mothers.
“ I  t h i n k  i t ’s  a  g re at 
idea because I have a lot 
of f r iends back at home 
work ing minimum wage 
jobs and struggling to make 
ends meet,” Ashley said. “It’s 
good we have a program like 
this to give them a chance to 
provide for their child.”
Kevin Ludwick, a third-
year physics student and 
member of Students for 
Life, said the organization 
supports life and discourages 
abortion.
“ We c reated  t h i s  for 
desperate  mot hers  who 
want to have an abortion, 
and the money and supplies 
given discourage abortion,” 
Ludwick said. 
Jamie Black, a first-year 
undeclared st udent and 
secretary of Students for 
Life, said the cause gives 
mothers hope.
“I think in order to get the 
message across effectively, 
we need to support them 
making healthy decisions 
for themselves and for their 
child,” Black said. 
Shelena Tate, a third-year 
theatre student, said the cause 
will help benefit expectant 
moms in the future.
“Roses for Life is positive 
and will benefi t the mothers 
in the long run,” Tate said.
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I f it  is  the middle of 
the night or weekend and 
symptoms are severe, seek 
medical at tent ion at an 
urgent care center or the 
emergency room, he said.
“Give the body rest and 
sip on liquids,” McKenzie 
said. “A lot of t ime that 
will help, and symptoms 
will subside in two to three 
hours.”
Once students feel sick 
enough to visit the health 
center, it is usually because 
they are dehydrated from 
the stomach virus.
The health center is set 
up to give students an anti-
nausea medicine, Phenergan, 
as well as intravenous fl uids 
if needed.
“The worst cases treated 
here are people dehydrated 
enough to get IV f luids,” 
McKenzie said. “At that 
point we can administer IV 
f luids, usually about two 
or three liters. In the vast 
majority of cases that will 
help symptoms to subside.”
McKenzie said this is just 
the time of year when the 
health center tends to see 
the most students.
“We are geared up to see 
a lot of folks over here,” 
McKenzie said. “There is 
enough of it out there to be 
careful.”
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Contest aiming to destroy 
global warming has ironic 
sponsor Richard Branson
O u r world  revolve s 
around money, so I guess 
it only makes sense that 
for our world to continue 
revolving we must offer 
some cash prize. 
What I am referring to is 
the $25 million reward for 
greenhouse gas removal. 
The sponsor,  R ichard 
Branson, says this is the 
biggest prize in history. 
The contest was launched 
last Friday.
It’s the biggest prize, 
even bigger than having a 
functioning place to live, 
clean air to breath, normal 
seasons and the ability to 
live on land without having 
to own a wetsuit to make a 
trip to the grocery store. 
I always loved the ocean 
and wanted to be the Little 
Mermaid, so now maybe I’ll 
get my chance. Despite my 
bitter ranting and raving, 
t h i s  c a sh reward w i l l 
hopefully put some ideas 
into gear and get us one 
step closer to slowing down 
global warming.
T h e  f i r s t  s t e p  i s 
admittance. According to 
some theories, the human 
population is the cause so 
why shouldn’t 
w e  b e  t h e 
cure?
B r a n s o n 
described the 
parameters 
of the project 
in a brief as 
a  d e v i s e d 
s y s t e m  t o 
r e m o v e  a 
“signif icant 
a m o u n t ” 
o f  g r e e n h o u s e  g a s e s 
— equivalent to 1 billion 
tons of carbon dioxide or 
more — every year from 
the atmosphere for at least 
a decade. The contest ends 
Feb. 8, 2010, but if the 
judges find no successful 
system, the contest will 
reopen for two years.
A panel including former 
Vice President Al Gore, 
Jim Hansen, director of the 
NASA Goddard Institute, 
J a me s  L o v e lo c k ,  t he 
father of the Gaia theory, 
Australian conservationist 
T i m  F l a n n e r y ,  a n d 
Crispin Tickell, director 
of the Policy Foresight 
Programme at Oxford 
University. Steve Howard, 
chief execut ive of The 
Climate Group and an 
adviser to the judges, said,” 
For $25 million, people will 
do extraordinary things. 
It’s to fi re people up and say 
‘let’s do this.’”
D e s p i t e  t h i s 
f l a m b o y a nt  s u p p o r t , 
some environmentalists 
are concerned. Friends 
of the Earth believe the 
focus needs to be aimed at 
reducing carbon dioxide 
at t he source t hrough 
lifestyle changes to develop 
healthy habits to sustain the 
atmosphere in the future.
There is always a catch, 
and t h is  one i  i ron ic . 
Branson got the money 
t hrough h is  massively 
profi table airline company. 
For those not well informed 
on greenhouse gases, “New 
Scientist” blames planes 
as a significant source of 
emissions. Branson has 
also pledged $3 billion of 
his companies’ profits to 
research into biofuels. This 
man seems to have very 
confl icting interests, like a 
massive corporation based 
upon profiting from what 
he is trying to destroy.
The bottom line is that 
initiative has been taken 
and this will hopefully be 
the fi rst of many endeavors 
to improve the planet’s 
health and taking a stance 
on a relevant social issue 




Funny takes back seat 
to political correctness
Since the Super Bowl, two mechanics, a machine 
obsessed with quality and Kevin Federline have 
faced harsh scrutiny from people without a sense of 
humor.
The Human Rights Campaign and the Gay and 
Lesbian Alliance Against Defamation, American 
Foundation for Suicide Prevention, and a restaurant 
group are on the hunt to kill comedy and make this 
world just a little too politically correct.
E lement a r y  s chool 
children are taught that 
“Do you want fries with 
that?” isn’t a worthwhile 
goal for life, so K-Fed’s 
jab at burger-f l ippers 
states the obvious. The 
machine’s suicidal dream 
wasn’t an ad for suicide and no one is really going to 
go out and kill him or herself after seeing a bright 
yellow assembly line robot throw itself off a building.
As for the Snickers commercial of the two men 
overreacting after an accidental kiss, the ad makes 
more fun of the “straight man mentality” than it does 
homosexuals, as the two men pull off chunks of their 
own chest hair to prove their manliness.
Pies in the face aren’t funny anymore, even if “The 
Three Stooges” never gets old. These groups are 
coddling society into become a group of people who 
never laugh but always think about what one person 
out of a million it’s offending.
Michael Richards’ racist rant wasn’t funny — it 
crossed the line, but K-fed, the depressed robot and 
two “manly” men don’t.
It’s just a commercial. Cue the laugh track.
Pies  in the face aren’t 
funny anymore even 
if “The Three Stooges” 
never gets old. 










Palmetto State neccessary 
in next presidential race, 
primaries for both parties
Living and voting in South 
Carolina gives USC students 
an incredible opportunity 
to affect the future of our 
nation. As the first primary 
in the South for the GOP 
and an early 
pr i m a r y  for 
D e m o c r a t s , 
S o u t h 
Carolina plays 
a sign if icant 
ro le  i n  who 
becomes t he 
nom inee for 
each party and 
who ultimately 
w i n s  t h e 
presidency. 
P i c k  u p 
a newspaper any day and 
you will read about another 
candidate visiting Columbia, 
Greenville or Charleston. 
Because of th is media 
attention and ensuing wave 
of momentum that follows a 
victory in South Carolina’s 
primary, it is important for 
a candidate to perform well. 
Since 1980, no Republican 
has  secured h is  par t y ’s 
nomination without winning 
our state. 
With the 2008 presidential 
race in full swing, it is time 
to start paying attention. 
Whether you like politics 
or not doesn’t change the 
responsibility we as South 
Carolinians have to weed 
through the fi eld of candidates 
and help the country pick 
a qualified commander in 
chief.
It is easy to fall into the 
mindset that you have no 
infl uence on this election; yet 
as a South Carolina voter this 
is simply not true.
I argue that the individual 
who holds the White House 
and the party that controls 
Congress affects nearly every 
aspect of your life. For this 
reason, you would be remiss 
to maintain willful ignorance 
of the world around you. 
Will we continue to have 
enormous federal taxes placed 
on every gallon of gas we put 
in our car? Will we start 
using the oil we have here at 
home or remain dependant 
on nations opposed to our 
existence?
Will you be penal ized 
for financial success or will 
the government stay out of 
the way and let you start a 
small business and provide 
dozens of jobs for those 
with low incomes and the 
unemployed?
Will we finish the job in 
Iraq or retreat and allow al-
Qaida and Iran to establish 
another terrorist state?
Will the government let 
you live in freedom or will 
it invade your life and tell 
you when, where and if you 
can smoke? Will it dictate 
whether you can eat the foods 
you enjoy even if they aren’t 
fat free, or if you can use 
your iPod while walking on 
downtown sidewalks? 
Absurd as some of these 
policies may seem, they are all 
currently being debated and 
many of the 2008 candidates 
have taken hard stances on 
them.
These and other practical 
issues will affect you while 
you finish up college and 
after. 
Figure out where you stand. 
Find out where the candidates 
stand. Take advantage of 
living in South Carolina and 
become an informed voter.







If you see an error in today’s paper, we want to know about it. 
E-mail us at gamecockopinions@gwm.sc.edu
IT’S YOUR RIGHT
Voice your opinion on message boards at www.dailygamecock.com 
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Professor hiring process 
obviously does not take 
coherence into account
Someone in the back 
of  my s t at i s t ic s  c l a s s 
mumbles a question, and 
my Romanian professor 
doesn’t understand it. So, 
in response, he raises his 
hand to his ear and says 
“A re you do?” I mean, 
that’s how I respond to 
most questions.
I blink a little and turn 
to  my f r iend Pat r ick , 
eliciting a squeak from the 
un-lubricated  swivel chair 
that I waste 50 minutes 
of my life in three days a 
week. “Patrick, I are most 
defi nitely do.”
“What the hell did he 
even say?” Patrick says 
quietly.
Th is  profes sor even 
admitted on the fi rst day of 
class that “You must make 
forgive me. My English 
is not good.” That’s just 
glorious. But, at least he’s 
honest.
H o w e v e r ,  h o n e s t y 
won’t bring up the zero 
that I got on a homework 
g rade because I  don’t 
know exactly which day 
“Tursedee” is. Honesty 
won’t help me study for my 
test because 
I had to run 
m y  n o t e s 
t h r o u g h 
Babel Fish. 
H o n e s t y 
won’t  hea l 
t he  wou nd 
in my hand 
t h a t  w a s 
self-infl icted 
with a ball-
p o i n t  p e n 
when I was in a f it  of 
f rustrat ion brought on 
by trying to decipher my 
poorly translated notes.
Now, I am by no means 
crapping on professors with 
accents, foreign professors, 
or any other combination 
of the words professor, 
accents and foreign. But 
really, something has to 
be done about this, as my 
problem is by no means an 
isolated one.
I n  V I P,  w h e n  y o u 
sign up for your classes, 
t he  i nt e l l i g ib i l i t y  o f 
each professor should be 
rated on a scale of one to 
“incoherent babble.”
But seriously, why are 
professors who haven’t 
mastered English allowed 
to teach us? For those of 
us with scholarships, our 
lives are in the hands of 
these professors, and it’s 
terrifying to know that 
most of them can’t say 
“scholarship.”
I  k n o w  t h a t  t h e s e 
professors are probably 
d ist ing u ished in t hei r 
f ields, and I know that 
t hey  have  ea r ned  t he 
right to teach. But really, 
wouldn’t these professors 
be better suited to teach 
in their native languages? 
You know, the languages 
they did master. 
More t han t hat ,  it ’s 
just  annoying. I want to 
tear my hair out in large, 
bloody,  spik y c lumps. 
Sometimes, when I wake 
up early, and  I k ind of 
want to go to class, and I 
might even want to — oh, 
I don’t know  — learn or 
something. 
Rather than paying for 
this class, I would have 
made better use out of 
my money if I had gone 
to the bank, gotten all of 
my money exchanged into 
singles, set the bills on fi re 
and lit cigarettes - a lot of 
cigarettes.
“I do no want to make 
confuse you,” my professor 
told the class. At least 
he means well. “What is 
confounded?” he asked the 
class. Confounded is me. I 
are confounded.
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“Let ters From Iwo Jima” is  Cl int 
Eastwood’s companion film to last year’s 
“Flags of our Fathers.” Together, the fi lms 
chronicle the Battle of Iwo Jima during 
World War II from both Japanese and 
American perspectives.
“Letters From Iwo Jima” has been 
nominated for an Oscar for Best Picture 
and it more than earns that honor. More of 
a “real men at war” movie than one about 
guns and battles, “Letters from Iwo Jima” 
follows the emotional struggles of Japanese 
soldiers and officers in the chaos of the 
battle. Viewers aren’t thrown two hours of 
carnage for the sake of carnage, but instead 
are given a strong dose of drama peppered 
with the violence of war. 
The action sequences in “Letters from 
Iwo Jima” are realistic and graphic, but 
they never border on the gratuitous. The 
violence is graphic for the sake of accuracy, 
not thrills. Like “Saving Private Ryan,” 
the colors are intentionally bleached to a 
grayish brown, lending a bleak mood to the 
fi lm. Furthermore, the battle sequences are 
fi lmed in such a way that it’s not apparent 
which soldiers belong to which army (there’s 
an intentional metaphor in there). Viewers 
will fi nd that the action only serves to fuel 
the internal struggles of the characters.
These  i nter na l  s t r uggle s  i nc lude 
an unwillingness to die for a lost cause, 
a conf lict between duty to country and 
duty to family, and the Japanese soldiers’ 
slow realization that the American troops 
Story from Japanese soldiers’ point of view chronicles horrors, feelings of brutal war
Special to The Daily Gamecock
“Letters From Iwo Jima,” the companion fi lm to Clint Eastwood’s “Flags of our Fathers,” documents the Battle of Iwo Jima from the perspectives of soldiers in the Japanese army. 
Special to The Daily Gamecock
Diane Keaton, Mandy Moore, Lauren Graham and Piper Perabo play a romantically dysfunctional family in the fi lm.
Comedy focuses on love, life
If you’re look ing for 
a quick-witted romant ic 
comedy to top of f your 
weekend or remind you 
that love really does exist, 
then “Because I Said So” is 
perfect for you.  
T h e  f i l m  f e a t u r e s 
sisters Maggie, Milly and 
Mae, (played by Lauren 
Graham, Mandy Moore 
and Piper Perabo), whose 
a t t e m p t s  t o  m a i n t a i n 
lasting relationships have 
been interfered with by 
their overbearing mother 
Daphne (Diane Keaton). 
Keaton and Moore l ight 
up the screen with their 
constant comedic bickering 
as her mother attempts to 
set Milly up with men she 
has pre-approved for dates. 
The daughters fi nd their 
mother intrusive and nosey 
at times, however Daphne 
simply doesn’t wish for her 
daughter Milly, the only 
left unwed, to grow old, 
husbandless and alone as 
she has.  Upon being wooed 
by her mother’s carefully 
chosen, corporate architect 
d a t e  Jo h n n y  (G a b r i e l 
Macht) ,  M i l ly  meet s  a 
musician named Jason (Tom 
Everett Scott).  Hearing 
ab out  her  av a i l ab i l i t y 
t h r ou g h  her  mot he r ’s 
search for suitable dates at a 
restaurant where he played, 
Jason and Johnny proceed 
to both date Milly without 
her mother’s knowledge. 
Although Johnny holds a 
promising career and spoils 
Mi l ly w ith ex t ravagant 
dinners and outstanding 
manners, Milly seems to be 
unable to connect with him 
Mother, daughter 
search for ideal date 
in new romance 
‘Hedwig’ rocks out, 
brings down house
Theatre South Carolina’s production of musical about 
“ignored superstar” leaves crowd begging for more
Last weekend’s USC Lab 
Theatre production of the 
glam rock musical “Hedwig 
and the Angry Inch” rocked 
it s  way  i nto  aud ience’s 
hearts. 
Cameron Mitchell’s play 
follows the journey of “the 
internat iona l ly  ig nored 
s u p e r s t a r ”  H e d w i g ,  a 
German transsexual, and 
her backup band The Angry 
Inch. 
Loca l  ac tor  and USC 
alumnus Patrick Kelly made 
a fabulous woman in the title 
role, wearing a plat inum 
blonde wig, platform shoes 
and a black miniskirt. Kelly 
por t rayed Hedwig w it h 
both harsh honest y and 
admirable heart, and his 
comedic timing and passion 
gave a diff icult character 
depth past that of just a boy 
in drag. 
Hedwig’s love for Tommy 
Gnosis, a young rock star 
whose collaboration with 
the t it le character made 
him famous, was believable, 
impassioned,  and drove 
the show. His fi nal number 
inspired the audience to 
“lif t up their hands” and 
left an entire theatre full of 
people longing to discover 
the origin of love in their 
own lives. 
T h i r d - y e a r  t h e a t r e 
major K acie Henderson 
led Hedwig’s band as her 
husband and backup vocalist, 
former drag queen Yitzhak. 
The band was f illed with 
talented local musicians, 
notably including second-
year ar t st udent Daniel 
Machado on lead guitar. 
Director Chad Henderson, 
a long w it h fou r t h-yea r 
theatre student Samantha 
Hayford, transformed the 
black box Lab theatre into a 
dingy concert hall complete 
with a bar, a replica segment 
of the Berlin wall and the 
ugly orange drapes to frame 
the stage. 
V i d e o  p r o j e c t i o n s , 
including a stop mot ion 
v ideo  of  g u m my bea r s 
building a sugar cube house, 
contributed a great deal to 
the power of the songs and 
the overall design of the 
show. 
The sound and lighting 
were worthy of a ‘80s-era 
David Bowie. Henderson’s 
d i r e c t i o n  s e e m e d  t o 
highlight the dichotomy 
between the beautiful and 
the painful in Hedwig’s life. 
The play captured true love 
and heartbreak as well as 
loss and renewed hope for 
the future. 
Henderson and his cast 
ensured that the audience 
would invest in Hedwig 
and the story she had to tell 
OSCARS ● 6
THEATRE ● 6
Special to THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Sisters Maggie, Milly and Mae discuss one another’s love 
lives and intrusive mother in “Because I Said So.”
COMEDY ● 6
“Hedwig and the Angry Inch”
★★★★★ out of ✩✩✩✩✩
“Because I Said So”
★★★ out of ✩✩✩✩✩
“Letters From Iwo Jima”
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bombarding Iwo Jima are 
human, too. 
Iwo Jima was a hard-fought 
success for America, but it 
was a massacre for Japan. 
Japanese troops received 
no air or naval support, and 
all soldiers were expected 
to die on the island. Japan 
was in its f inal stages of 
crumbling at this time, so all 
defenses were relocated to 
the Japanese mainland at the 
cost of forsaking soldiers like 
those on Iwo Jima. 
C o u p l e d  w i t h  t h e s e 
r id ic u lou s  o dd s  i s  t he 
Japanese ideal of that era 
that one’s greatest glory 
was to die for one’s country. 
This includes suicide in 
the face of defeat. While 
some of the soldiers resign 
themselves to this ideal, the 
primary characters fail to 
see honor in dying for a lost 
cause, especially when they 
have family at home. These 
characters face a crisis of 
identity and responsibility 
as American forces close in 
even tighter.
Peppered t h roughout 
the bat t le sequences are 
monologues of letters the 
characters write to their 
wives, mothers and children. 
These monologues often 
transition into f lashbacks 
that fl esh out the character’s 
struggles and give stronger 
motives to their act ions. 
These fl ashbacks reveal the 
real lives these men gave up 
to protect their country.
“Letters from Iwo Jima” is 
an incredibly touching and 
slowly paced movie about the 
humanity of soldiers on either 
side of a battlefi eld, and it’s a 
worthy successor to “Saving 
Private Ryan” as a realistic 
movie about men swallowed 
up by circumstances much 
greater than themselves.
OSCARS ● Continued from 5
Special to THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Shimizu, played by Ryo Kase, prepares to fi re at the enemy in “Letters From Iwo Jima.”
on a personal level.  Milly’s 
adorable qu irk s — such 
as her obnoxious snorting 
with laughter and tendency 
to not know when to stop 
talk ing — are seemingly 
unappreciated by this well-
to-do businessman.  
A lso, Mil ly ’s  cater ing 
sk i l l s  a re exqu is ite  and 
almost instinctual. However, 
she somehow manages to 
burn her specialty chocolate 
souff lé’ at his apartment. 
Jason, on the other hand, 
reveals he has a son and 
lives with his caring and 
helpful father, played by 
Stephen Collins. Although 
Milly is shocked at fi rst, she 
realizes the charming and 
caring individual he really 
is and feels a certain level 
of comfort with him she 
cannot explain.  
Ironically, Jason’s father 
stops by Milly’s mother’s 
apartment when the two are 
out on a date, having locked 
himself out of the house. 
As things heat up for the 
single parents, the romance 
between Milly and Jason 
cools off when Jason finds 
out about her dating Johnny 
at the same time.  
T h e  f i l m  c o n c l u d e s 
t y pica l ly,  sat i s f y ing it s 
chick-f lick viewers with a 
cute and cuddly ending, but 
also adding in some comedic 
surprises along the way. 
Despite a bit of overacting 
between Moore and Keaton, 
“Because I Said So” is a great 
Valentine’s Day movie.
Comments on this story? E-mail 
gamecockfeatures@gwm.sc.edu
COMEDY ● Continued from 5
Comments on this story? E-mail 
gamecockfeatures@gwm.sc.edu
through honest acting and 
rock and roll music. 
If you missed “Hedwig,” 
be sure to check out the next 
two productions by Theatre 
South Carolina: William 
Shakespeare’s  “Twel f t h 
Night ,” March 2-5, and 
“The Pillowman” by Martin 
McDonagh, Feb. 23-March 
4. 
THEATRE ● Continued from 5
Comments on this story? E-mail 
gamecockfeatures@gwm.sc.edu
Ellen DeGeneres plans 
to be herself at Oscars
As the rest of Hollywood 
worries about what baubles 
and bustiers they’re going 
to wear to the Academy 
Awards, Ellen DeGeneres 
is only concerned with the 
jokes.
DeGeneres is the host 
of the 79th annual awards 
show, the biggest night 
of entertainment on TV 
— and around the world.
“The humor will come 
from something everyone 
will relate to,” DeGeneres 
said, adding that the bulk 
of the jokes can’t be too 
specific. “Not everybody 
watching will have seen 
every single f ilm, so you 
don’t want to just play to 
the industry.”
It’s a job that puts the 
host dead center before 
millions of viewers, but it’s 
also one that has left some 
big-name stars big-time bad 
fi ts afterwards.
R e m e m b e r  D a v i d 
Letterman?
His disastrous outing as 
host in 1995 still stands as 
a low watermark for the 
Academy Awards telecast.
“I ’m going to go out 
there and do what I think 
is funny,” said DeGeneres. 
“I want to be perfect, and 
fantastic, but that doesn’t 
mean I’m going to please 
everybody.”
W hile she’s an Oscar 
r o o k i e ,  t h i s  i s  n o t 
DeGeneres’ fi rst time as the 
host of a major awards show. 
She’s a l ready done t wo 
Grammy Awards, and she 
presided over two Primetime 
Emmy Awards, including 
the twice-postponed 2001 
outing, which was held as 
the country was wracked 
with grief following the 
terrorist attacks of 9-11.
D e G e ne r e s  a nd  he r 
w r i t i n g  t e a m ,  w h i c h 
includes brother Vance, had 
already invested four weeks 
of work on the Academy 
Awards show before the 
nominees were announced.
Her monologue is well 
on the way, and some of the 
jokes will definitely come 
from the hip as the show 
goes on.
“Nobody’s wanting me 
to censor myself in any way, 
and they trust me not to 
do anything inappropriate,” 
she sa id. “I ’m going to 
have my monologue ready. 
A nd you’re pray ing for 
something, not necessarily 
to go wrong, but when you 
have Jack Palance doing 
a one-arm pushup or a 
st reaker, as a comedian 
that’s when you have the 
most fun.”
DeGeneres said they’ll 
encourage winners to be 
brief in their speeches, but 
the band won’t embarrass 
anyone by playing music 
mid-chat ter.  Likewise , 
there will be a backstage 
component where winners 
can thank the people they 
forgot online.
“They can thank all the 
people we don’t care about,” 
she said. “We just want to 
see the heartfelt, passionate 
response to an award.”
But don’t expect any song 
and dance numbers, a la 
Billy Crystal. DeGeneres is 
planning to just be herself.
“While you’re doing it, it’s 
a thrill,” she said of hosting 
a major awards show. “If 
you can stay in the moment, 
which is what your goal is, 
it’s a thrill. It’s really a thrill 
when you fi nish it because 
you’ve taken on something 
not a lot of people do. I just 













*Directed By - Clint Eastwood
*Story - A biopic of the six men 
who raised the American fl ag at 
Iwo Jima, marking a turning point 
in World War II and inspiring 
one of the nation’s best-known 
photographs. “Letters from Iwo 
Jima” is this movie’s sequel.
Starring: Ryan Philippe, Jesse 
Bradford, Adam Beach




SEAN HACKETT AND STUART 
RAY STUDENT SAXOPHONE 
RECITAL
S c ho o l  o f  Mu s i c  813 
Assembly St. 4:30 p.m.
C A R O L I N A  T R O M B O N E 
COLLECTIVE CONCERT




R u s s e l l  H o u s e 
1400 Greene St.
Inside the Box ◆ By Marlowe Leverette / Th e Daily Gamecock
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Aries  The job’s not easy, 
but you have the support 
y o u  n e e d .  Yo u  l o v e  a 
challenge, and this is a game 
you can def in itely w in.
Taurus  You’re not being 
selfi sh when you provide fi rst, 
for yourself and your family. 
Don’t give it a second thought.
Gemini  Your problem has 
been that you haven’t known 
how to fi nd the secret door. 
There is one, in one of 
those seemingly solid walls 
you’ve been bashing into.
Cancer  Continue with your 
project, which is to stash 
away more than you’ll need.
Leo  Continue to listen and 
learn, being careful not to 
fall for your own publicity. 
You’re not as bad as some 
think, but you’re not as 
holy as others think, either. 
V i r g o   A n  a m a z i n g 
discovery changes nearly 
e v e r y t h i n g.  T h i s  i s  a 
benef ic ia l ,  i f  somewhat 
s t a r t l i ng  development .
Libra  You’ll fi nd the answer 
you’ve been seeking. Allow 
yourself a brief celebration, 
and then get back to work.
Scorpio  Looks like you’ve 
hit the jackpot, but this 
isn’t from a gamble. You 
g e t  e x t r a  f o r  w a i t i n g.
Sagittarius  The farther you 
go, the more you appreciate 
what you left back home. The 
more you study at home, the 
farther you’ll be able to go.
Capricorn  Recycling is good 
for your conscience, of course, 
in this day and age. It is also 
good for your business and 
your personal pocketbook. 
Aquarius   I f you inspire 
others to follow and help 
ach ieve your objec t ive , 
you win much more easily. 
Pisces  Consider taking on 
more responsibility. You won’t 
get any more money yet, 
but you’ll be indispensable.
Juan Blas / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
USC’s Dwayne Day charges a Georgia defender during the men’s basketball game 
in Athens, Ga., Saturday. The Bulldogs beat the Gamecocks 73-54.
PIC OF THE DAY
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Baseball starts off strong
There was no shortage 
of of fensive output this 
weekend as the No. 3 USC 
baseba l l  squad opened 
it s  20 07 season at  t he 
Hughes Bros. Challenge in 
Wilmington, N.C. 
The Gamecocks started 
the weekend with a trouncing 
of a fellow NCAA Super 
Regional team in Oklahoma, 
blasting the Sooners in a 13-
2 win on Friday. 
“I’m happy with what we 
did today,” said USC coach 
Ray Tanner. “We’re not 
perfect by any means, but 
we did some good things.” 
The hot start was aided 
by a sol id performance 
from senior pitcher Harris 
Honeycutt, who allowed 
three hits and struck out six 
in fi ve innings. 
“I thought it was very 
good fi rst time out,” Tanner 
said. “He gave us fi ve quality 
innings, 82 pitches and 
struck out a few guys, gave 
up two or three hits. That’s 
about as good as you can do 
your fi rst time out.” 
His outing was helped 
by a st rong start f rom 
the Carolina bats, which 
tallied 13 runs on 14 hits, 
including a home run from 
designated h it ter Ph i l 
Disher that helped break a 
1-0 game open in the third 
inning. 
“I just got a good pitch 
to hit. (I was) happy to hit it 
out,” Disher said. “You can’t 
ever expect to come out and 
score 13 runs, but we did a 
good job today.”
Carolina followed that 
offensive explosion with 
another, as the Gamecocks 
played the second game 
of the invitational against 
Western Kentucky. The 
Hilltoppers, who escaped 
Friday’s game with a 4-2 win 
over UNC-Wilmington on 
a top of the ninth home run, 
failed to plate a run against 
the Gamecocks. USC won 
12-0.
“Only two games into the 
season and we’re playing 
pretty well,” Tanner said. 
“We had a great start from 
Jay Brown, got him some 
run support, and played 
pretty solid defense.”
That outing from Brown, 
a junior college transfer, 
included quelling a bases 
loaded jam in the bottom 
of the fi fth. In total, Brown 
pitched fi ve 1/3 innings and 
only allowed four hits. 
“It was a cold day today 
and our hitters, the way 
they’re swinging, I was just 
focused on gett ing back 
into the dugout and letting 
our hitters swing the bats,” 
Brown sa id. “W hen we 
swing the bats well, it’s easy 
to go out there and pitch like 
that.”
The offense continued 
to dominate as rookie third 
baseman Lonnie Chisenhall 
tied a USC record when he 
hit two doubles in the same 
game. 
“I swung the bat really 
well today. I’m really glad 
for  me and t he team,” 
Chisenhall said.
That, and a Travis Jones 
home run was more than 
enough to ensure USC of 
its second victory of the 
season.
USC picked up its third 
win of the season with a fi nal 
day victory over the host 
team, UNC-Wilmington, 
but this time in dramatic 
fashion. Carolina took the 
lead in the third inning off 
a Trent Kline grand slam, 
but a bottom of the ninth 
run from the Seahawks tied 
things up and sent the game 
into extra innings. 
An Andrew Crisp RBI 
single in the top of the 11th 
inning would be the margin 
of victory for USC, as relief 
pitcher Curtis Johnson got 
three outs in the bottom half 
of the inning for the win.           
Men’s team mauled
Women fall to Bulldogs
After Saturday night’s 73-
54 home loss to Georgia, the 
men’s basketball team now 
finds itself out of position 
to finish the season with a 
winning record in the SEC, 
the eighth consecutive year 
USC wi l l  f in ish w it h a 
non-winning record in the 
conference.
Com i ng of f  a  los s  to 
Kentuck y, USC entered 
the game with momentum 
after scoring 61 points in 
the second half against the 
Wildcats. Georgia, coming 
off three losses in a row, took 
the game’s momentum early 
on.
The list of problems for 
the Gamecocks is not short. 
The team shot 33 percent 
from the fl oor, while Georgia 
shot 47 percent, including 
52 percent from three-point 
range.  The Gamecocks were 
also out-rebounded by the 
Bulldogs 47 to 32.  
“They played very well 
where we played very poorly,” 
said USC coach Dave Odom. 
“They have great balance on 
their team, and it showed.”
The Gamecocks’ starting 
forwards Bryce Sheldon and 
Evaldus Baniulis scored no 
points and attempted only 
two shots in 40 combined 
minutes.  
Kel ley  cont i nued  h i s 
strong play, scoring 21 points 
in 37 minutes. It became 
apparent that Kelley was 
carrying the team when he 
came out for a short time 
at the end of the first half 
and Georgia opened up its 
perimeter shooting game. 
The Bulldogs hit three 
wide-open three-pointers in 
three minutes and increased 
the lead from fi ve points to 
13 during that stretch. 
L ead i ng  t he  way  for 
Georgia was sophomore 
guard Billy Humphrey, who 
came off the bench to score 
a team-high 14 points to 
go along with five assists. 
Humphrey was everywhere 
at once as he collected nine 
rebounds, seven steals and 
one block.
“All in all, Georgia played 
extremely well, and they 
deserved the basketball game 
no question,” Odom said.
More bad news for the 
G a me co c k s  c a me  w it h 
around nine minutes left in 
the game when freshman 
forward Chad Gray, during 
his best statistical game of 
the year, limped off the fl oor 
after re-aggravating his turf 
toe. 
H i s  s t a t u s  f o r  t h e 
upcoming Vanderbilt game 
is uncertain.
South Carolina will hit the 
road for a Valentine’s Day 
showdown with Vanderbilt 
at 8 p.m. in Nashville. 
“You have two choices, you 
can fi ght it, or you can stick 
Meg Gaillard / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Tre’ Kelley’s performance wasn’t enough to get a win.
Todd Bennett / THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
Lauren Simms scored 25 points against Georgia Sunday.
In an SEC road trip to 
Athens, Ga., the Gamecocks 
committed 17 f irst-half 
turnovers and allowed the 
Bulldogs to go on runs of 
19 and 14 points to go into 
the break facing a 25-point 
defi cit.  
That proved to be too 
much, as a respectable 
second half was too little 
too late as the Gamecocks 
fell to No. 9 Georgia for the 
seventh consecutive time, 
81-57.  
The match started out 
well for Carolina as they 
scored the fi rst two points of 
the game within 10 seconds, 
then responded to a Georgia 
3-pointer with another 
inside bucket to take a 4-3 
lead.  
That would be the last 
USC lead of the game, as 
Georgia went on to dominate 
the remainder of the half 
with a 33-4 run. 
“We just got killed in the 
first half,” said USC coach 
Susan Walvius. “We still 
have a possibility to be an 
NCAA Tournament team, 
and we need to keep our 
focus on that.”
To do that, the Gamecocks 
would most likely need to 
win the remainder of their 
games, and then sweep the 
SEC Tournament. Certainly 
that would be a possibility 
with the recent play of 
Lauren Simms.  
T h e  s e n i o r  f r o m 
Columbia, who became the 
most recent player at USC 
to reach 1,000 career points, 
followed up her 23-point 
showing against Arkansas 
with 25 points against UGA. 
Seven of those points came 
within a 51-second span in 
the fi rst half. 
The key coming into the 
game was for South Carolina 
to take the ball inside, get 
easy points under the basket 
and capitalize off of their 
height. 
However, on the other end 
of the fl oor, Georgia almost 
doubled USC’s points in the 
paint by a 30-16 margin.  
That, along with South 
Carol ina’s  inabi l it y  to 
capital ize of f turnovers 
and their overall sloppy 
Juan Blas / THE DAILY GAMECOCK






Comments on this story? 
E-mail gcksprts@gwm.sc.edu
Oden, Durant rule college 
courts, could fi nd jump 
to pros easy decision soon
College basketbal l has 
defi nitely improved this year 
thanks to high 
school players 
hav ing to go 
to college for a 
year. The new 
NBA rule that 
bans players 
from entering 
t h e  l e a g u e 
s t r a ight  out 
of high school 
has increased 
the number of 
playmakers in 
the college game.
T he  t wo  n a me s  t h at 
immediately come to mind 
are Texas’ Kevin Durant and 
Ohio State’s Greg Oden.
Durant is the front-runner 
for national player of the 
year and averages 25 points 
and 11 rebounds per game. 
The 6-foot-9 freshman has 
the power of a forward, but 
the quickness and skill of a 
guard.
Meanwhi le ,  Oden has 
led the Buckeyes to a top-5 
ranking and a tie atop the 
Big Ten standings w it h 
Wisconsin. The 15 points 
and nine rebounds per game 
he averages don’t tell the 
full story of the center’s 
impact on his team. He is 
so dominant defensively that 
it forces other teams to try 
to beat Ohio State from the 
outside instead of attacking 
the basket.
Without these freshmen, 
t hese  t wo teams wou ld 
be  med iocre instead of 
challenging for conference 
t it les .  That being sa id , 
neither team will win the 
national championship.
The four dominant teams 
– Florida, North Carolina, 
UC L A  a nd  W i s c o n s i n 
– all have the experience 
these teams lack, and that 
experience wil l make al l 
the difference in the world 
come March. The national 
champion wi l l  probably 
come from one of these four 
teams.
I f  O h i o  S t a t e  h a s  a 
hot shoot ing run in the 
tournament ,  they could 
possibly make it to the Final 
Four, but for that run to 
happen, it would take the 
team playing over its head. 
Texas, on the other hand, 
is just a Sweet Sixteen team.
But i f  these guys stay 
another year, their teams 
wi l l both be Final Four 
teams next year. The odds 
are that one of them will win 
the national championship 
in 2008.
I know it’s unrealistic to 
expect either one of them to 
stay in school for an extra 
year or two, but it would be 
fun to watch them mature 
a nd become even more 
dominant at the college level. 
If they want to jump ship to 
the NBA and the millions of 
dollars waiting for them, I 
can’t blame them one bit.
It ’s  not a  quest ion of 
whether they are ready for 
the pro game because each 
one of them undoubtedly is. 
It’s just that I would love to 
watch their programs build 
around them (because it 
takes a full team, not just 
one good player to win a 
national title) so that their 
teams can reach the pinnacle 
of the college game. 
Can you imagine how 
much exc itement  t here 
would be before a national 
title game that featured a 











USC hoops can’t stop 
bleeding, lose dogfi ght 




Carolina gives up 
victory in Athens
to No. 9 Georgia 
Chris Cox
THE DAILY GAMECOCK
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Maybe Inferno head coach 
Troy Mann should change 
his team’s colors from red 
and black to pink. After all, 
in their regular colors, his 
team was 16-22-7 heading 
into last weekend’s games 
with the Dayton Bombers 
and Trenton Titans.
The Inferno wore special 
pink jerseys to raise money 
for breast cancer research, 
and they put on a dominating 
performance against two of 
the league’s best teams.
Less than 24 hours after 
beating the Bombers 5-4 
Friday night, the Inferno took 
to the ice Saturday against the 
northern division’s second-
place Titans. Both of the 
Inferno’s goals came on the 
power play as they defeated 
Trenton 2-1, leaving them 2-
0 in their “Pink in the Rink” 
games.
All three of the game’s 
goals were scored in the third 
period, with the Inferno 
getting on the board first 
just 81 seconds into the fi nal 
period when defenseman 
Mike Jarmuth scored his 
12th goal of the season on a 
one-timer 15 feet in front of 
the net on a pass from center 
Jeff Miles.
With 8:47 left to go in 
the game, center Bryson 
Busniuk’s ninth goal of the 
season proved to be the game 
winner on an assist from 
right wing Chris Thompson, 
who didn’t p       lay in Friday 
night’s game because of a 
one-game suspension.
Rob Gherson was in net for 
the Inferno, and was just 67 
seconds away from a shutout, 
but the Titans’ Mike Pandolfo 
played spoiler by scoring the 
Titans’ lone goal. Mann gave 
the start to Gherson because 
he thought he was due for a 
shot and because goalie Todd 
Ford has not yet played to his 
potential since coming back 
from an injury. 
“Since Ford game back 
f rom his injur y, I stuck 
with him but I didn’t think 
he was playing that great,” 
Mann said. “And the fact that 
Gherson hadn’t played in two 
or three weeks, I needed to 
get him back in there.” 
Gherson stopped 37 shots 
on the afternoon and Mann 
was pleased with his goalie’s 
performance. 
“I thought that was his best 
game since the fi rst game of 
the year in Augusta when we 
won 7-3 to open the season,” 
he said.
Mann is positive about his 
team’s chance to make the 
playoffs after beating both 
Trenton and Dayton. 
“I think we’re as good as 
any team in this league,” he 
said. “We played good hockey 
and the tide is turning our 
way.”
Parting Shots — Referee 
Dean Sanborn worked all 
three of the Inferno’s games 
over the weekend and called 
79 penalties, 42 against the 
Inferno and 37 against their 
three opponents … Busniuk 
was named the game’s No. 
1 star and has scored two 
game-winning goals in the 
past five for the Inferno … 
Sunday, the Inferno won 3-
2 in Charlotte against the 
Checkers … The Inferno are 
back in action Tuesday night 
at 7 at the Carolina Coliseum 
against Texas. USC students 
can get tickets for $5.
Columbia scores two 




Comments on this story? 
E-mail gcksprts@gwm.sc.edu
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The Inferno’s Brad Ralph sports the pink jersey during the team’s weekend games.
Inferno hit hot streak in hot pink
your head down and keep 
getting kicked,” Odom 
said. “We are going to 
fi ght hard. We are going 
to fi ght really hard.”
against Kevin Durant and 
the Texas Longhorns?
I  k now I ’m get t ing 
g r e e d y  a s  a  c o l l e g e 
basketbal l fan. Real ly 
what I should say is thank 
you  to  t he  N BA for 
making college basketball 
better. 
TINLSEY ● Continued from 8 MEN ● Continued from 8
play, proved fatal to the 
Gamecocks. 
USC ret u r ns  home 
to the Colonial Center 
Thursday to take on the 
Auburn Tigers at 7 p.m.
WOMEN ● Continued from 8
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To place a line classified ad
Phone: 803-777-3888 • Fax: 803-777-6482
E-mail: sholmes@gwm.sc.edu
Office hours: M-F 8:30 am - 5 pm
Russell House, Rm. 343
www.dailygamecock.com
Line classified ad rates
First insertion: $2.50 per line
Subsequent: $1.50 per line
Additional options
Box around ad: $1.25
Logo insertion available for an additional cost
Additional info
Two-line minimum
Lines average 30 characters in length
DEADLINE
Noon, 1 business day prior to publication
Visa, MasterCard and Discover are accepted
NOW FIVE DAYS A WEEK!...NOW FIVE DAYS A WEEK!...NOW FIVE DAYS A WEEK!...NOW FIVE DAYS A WEEK!...NOW FIVE DAYS A WEEK!NOW FIVE DAYS A WEEK!..
Apartments
3011 Prentice Rosewood Area - 
2BR 1BA $500 Call 736-8628
Upscale Living - Downtown
Grad Students WANTED! Young profes-
sional high rise living in the historical 
Barringer Building. We maintain a quiet 
environment that is conducive to serious 
graduate students. Come see what 
downtown living is all about! 
779-5171 or www.capitolplaces.com
1, 2 & 3 B APTS almost on compus. 
318-0800 or rajaluri@aeliusa.com
Roommates
M/seeks/1 rmmte for 3BR 1BA furn Sta-
dium Suites, many amenities. May-July 
$450/mo or BO 781-5873
Housing-Rent
LARGE PRIVATE ROOMS FOR RENT
$240 inclds all utilities. Walk or cycle to 
school. Call 463-5129
3BR 1.5BA - Melrose Heights 
1120 Woodrow St. - 5 min to USC, new 
paint w/d incld $1150. Avail 2/1/07. 
422-3145 Ask for Walks
For Sale
BEDS PILLOWTOP MATTRESS SETS
New in plastic. KING $350
QUEEN $250. Will Deliver  447-3037
Help Wanted
Sunglass Division, a premium brand 
sunglass company, is now accepting re-
sumes for PT positions at our Columbi-
ana Centre location. Position pays 
hourly plus commission. Email resumes 
to joelcampbell@bellsouth.net
Lifeguards Needed - Myrtle Beach
Spring and/or Summer! Good pay & 
conds with lodging Call 843-340-9084
eastcoaste2002@yahoo.com
AVON/MARK
Set your own hours 50% commission
803-361-8740
PT BARTENDER position available at 
the National Advocacy Center. Must be 
able to work 2-3 evenings/wk 4-11pm. 
NO FRIDAYS OR SATURDAYS! 
Apply in person at 1620 Pendleton St.
BARTENDING up to $250/day . No exp 
nec, training prov’d 800-965-6520 X 253.
PT FILE CLERK - The law firm of Hayn-
sworth Sinkler Boyd, P.A. has an imme-
diate opening for a PT file clerk. Ideal 
candidate will be available 4-5/days/wk, 
daily hours flexible. On-the-job training 
and parking provided. Please contact 




*Morning & evening shifts
*Weekly pay
Apply in person @1076 Sunset Blvd:
For Directions call 791-8644.
Help Wanted
TELEPHONE INTERVIEWERS
The Survey Research Lab at USC, 
needs interviewers to collect research 
data by telephone interviews. The re-
quirements include, a pleasant tele-
phone voice, able to speak clearly, ex-
cellent communication skills and com-
puter experience. Must be dependable 
and willing to work a minimum of 
12/hrs/wk. Flexible scheduling. Send re-
sume or letter of application to: Judi 
Rose USC Institute for Public Service 
& Policy Research 1600 Hampton St 
Columbia, SC 29208, fax 777-4575 or 
email rose@sc.edu.  No Phone Calls 
EOE
Need a PT job that will fit around your 
class schedule? Looking for that flexible 
second job? Retired, but looking for ex-
tra income? Frankie’s Fun Park in Co-
lumbia is looking for responsible & ener-
getic firs class employees to fill PT staff 
positions. Come join the most unique 
work environment in the Midlands. 
Frankie’s offers very competitive pay 
rates based on qualifications and work 
experience. Flexible schedules with pri-
marily weekend ours work well around 
class schedules or FT jobs during the 
week. Opportunities for advancement 
exist for willing and capable PT employ-
ees. Frankie’s is located at  
140 Parkridge Dr Exit 103 off I-26 
(Harbison Blvd Behind Lowes). 
Please apply in person M-Thur 
10am-9pm.
WEB SITE DEVELOPER NEEDED
Local web site development company is 
looking for a web site developer to work 
on a contract basis. P/T-F/T. Send re-
sume to: info@resorttravelnow.com
LIFEGUARDS: Hiring FT/PT 
lifeguards/pool anagers. Atlanta, GA , 
Cobb, Dekalb, Kennesaw, Woodstock,. 
LGT and CPR classes available. 
Contact: Allison 770-485-3672, 




BABYSITTER NEEDED  IN NE COLA
Sitter neededed two mornings/wk.
Must hve ref & exp w/babies/toddlers.
Call. 467-8153.
PT sitter needed afterschool for 13 y.o. 
A few afternoons/wk 2-6pm. Will need 
p/u from school. Contact Katie771-1507.
Looking for PT Sitter for a 9 & 12 y.o 
M-F 2:30-7:30pm. (They will need to be 
p/u from school. Background check will 





Lexington Leisure Center is seeking 
fun, enthusiastic and responsible coun-
selors to work M-F 2-6pm. No Nights/No 
Weekends. Call Justin 957-7828. 
Help Wanted
Summer Camps
PLAY SPORTS! HAVE FUN! SAVE $$
Maine Camp needs fun loving counsel-
ors to teach. All land, adventure & water 




NOW HIRING! Apply today for 
Spring/Summer Instructor positions 
with 
The Swim Lesson Company. Complete 
training and free uniform provided.  
Good Pay-start@ $10/hr. 





Please apply in person at 
100 Assembly St. 
between the hours of 10&11AM 2&5pm.
Services
TAX REFUNDS - $20/Discount 
TAX KING 782-4829
PREGNANT,  NEED HELP?
FREE pregnancy test
Call Birthright - 765-0165
Opportunities
Earn $2500+monthly and more to type 
simple ads online. 
www.DataEntryTypers.com
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